Mew Year in. Solion

New Year in Srilanka or the Sinhala Mew Year is alse called Aluth Avurudhu This
festival usually falls on April 13 ™ and 14 ™ every year and celebrated by
Srilankans. people begin the New Year by taking a ceremonial bath on the last day
of the old Year, They apply Nonu (a herbal mixture) on their head and body
before bathing. They believe this herbal will purify fheir body ond soul. The
starting time of the New Year is determined by the astrologers and this time is

called Auspicious time. Women in the villages play Rabana which is a type of a
drum to announce the time to start performing New Year rituals, During this time
people go to the temple and perform religious rites to receive the blessings of
the priest. Srilankans decorate their house with lights on the New Year's Day

because it is inauspicious to decorate the house before New Year,
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